A NEW WORLD INDUSTRY

This improper manner of proceeding led to further bitter argu-
ments, partly between Nobel and the Company and partly between
the companies themselves, as well as between Nobel and Shaffner,
who had succeeded in making himself Managing Director of the
Blasting Oil Company, and who was now concentrating all his
efforts on assuming to himself that company's rights. He actually
tried to maintain that dynamite was his invention, and threatened
Nobel with further Patent actions.

The final outcome of all these disputes was that the various
groups of interested parties agreed to found a new company, to be
called the Atlantic Giant Powder Company, which Company con-
tracted, by agreement dated the i2th April, 1873, to take over all
the rights of the U.S. Blasting Oil Company, the latter company
being a shareholder in it. In order to make such a solution
possible Nobel was compelled to a large degree to sacrifice his own
rights and interests.

The Giant Powder Company had already built its own nitro-
glycerine and dynamite factory near San Francisco in 1870. The
Swedish engineer, Carl Amark, was responsible for the construction
of the factory and the starting of operations ; in April, 1870, he
took up his duties as factory manager, and spent his first year
instructing both the workmen and the technical experts.

An explosion having occurred in 1870 in the factory at Krummel
through which the engineer Rathsman, who was factory manager
there at the time, a Swede and friend of Amark's, lost Ma life,
Alfred Nobel wrote certain letters of warning and advice for the
new factory.

The two new dynamite companies, manufacturing for the
markets on either side of the Rocky Mountains, developed with
considerable success from the start, feut they also had various kinds
of competition to deal with. They were frequently forced to bring
actions against persons for infringing their patents. Several of